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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a method and apparatus whereby the intake pipeline running between the production 
chamber of a natural gas well and the suction inlet of an associated wellhead compressor is completely enclosed, in airtight fashion, 
within a jacket of natural gas under positive pressure (i.e., higher than atmospheric). Being enclosed inside this "positive pressure 
jacket", the intake pipeline is not exposed to the atmosphere at any point This allows gas to be drawn into the compressor through 
the intake pipeline under a negative pressure, without risk of air entering the intake pipeline should a leak occur in the pipeline. If 
such a leak occurs, there will merely be a harmless transfer of gas &om the positive pressure jacket into the intake pipeline. If a leak 
occurs in the positive pressure jacket, gas therefrom will escape into the atmosphere, and entry of air into the positive pressure jacket 
will be impossible. 
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